Heart failure caused by gossypol poisoning in two dogs.
Two hound-type dogs from the same kennel were admitted in terminal stages of congestive heart failure. An investigation revealed the owner had been feeding the dogs cottonseed meal daily with their kibbled meal. Gossypol toxicosis from feeding this meal caused marked abnormalities in myocardial contractility. Although in severe congestive heart failure, one dog had only minimal dilatation of its heart, as revealed by thoracic radiography. Disseminated intravascular coagulopathy also was diagnosed in this dog. Gossypol is a cumulative toxin; the amount of free gossypol fed was approximately 5.4 to 5.7 mg/kg/day for an unknown duration.